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like so many of his contemporaries, by entering the legal
profession. But he did not remain for very long in the ranks
of the culema; deeply impressed by a dream in which the
terrors of hell were brought vividly before his mental vision,
he resolved to sever all ties that bound him to the world,
and devote himself heart and soul to the religious life. He
therefore resigned the position of Muderris or Principal which
he held at one of the medreses, and placed himself under
the direction of Sheykh Uftade, a celebrated mystic teacher
of those days. In 1002 (1593) he settled at Scutari, on the
Asiatic shore opposite Constantinople, where he passed the
remainder of his life, preaching in various mosques both there
and in the capital, and writing mystic works in prose and
verse, till his death, which took place in 1038 (1628). He
was buried in a tomb which he had himself built in the cell
that formed his home during the last thirty-six years of his
life. So great was the veneration in which this holy man
was held that on more than one occasion did high officials,
such as a Grand Admiral and a Defterdar, seek and find
sanctuary in his cell from the wrath of Sultan cOsman,

HudaDf's work, alike in verse and prose, is exclusively
mystical. Besides a Diwan containing some two hundred and
fifty ghazels, he wrote a series of Ilahiyyat, or Hymns, which
were, and perhaps still are, sung during the Semac or mystic
dance of the Mevlevi dervishes. I have never seen those
Hymns, but Von Hammer describes them as being sometimes
rimed and sometimes unrimed, cries as it were of love and
devotion towards God, uttered without thought of rime or
metre, and possessing neither connection of ideas nor con-
tinuity of thought.

He left further a mesnevf of moderate length, called Nejat-
ul-Gharfq or The Rescue of the Drowning, which consists of
a series of riming paraphrases of certain well-known Apostolic